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Change Happens
by Molly Rosati

Last month our dear friend, Dorothy, at the age of 97, moved from her condo on Keny Blvd. 
to the Bluebird Retirement Community here in London. I recently stopped by to see how she 
was adjusting to her new home, and was privileged to join her and some of her neighbors for 
lunch. We had a good time chatting together as we enjoyed the food that was both delicious 
and free! After our meal together, Dorothy gave me a tour that included a stop at the “diner" for 
a wonderful hot fudge sundae (again, no charge).
                
Back at her room, she showed me the calendar of activities including musical performances, 

movies (“the smell of fresh popcorn fills the hall”), 
and her favorite— Bingo! Each Friday, she cashes 
in the tickets she wins playing Bingo at the store 
that is set up in the Buckeye Room. She showed 
me her purchases of candy, lotions, and various 
knick-knacks. Dorothy described the sense of 
community she felt during a tornado watch, when 
everyone brought their pets into the theater and 
visited until the watch was over. “Everyone was so 
well behaved—from the dogs on their leashes to 
the cat in its container,” she says. 
                

I remarked to Dorothy how positively she seemed to be handling this transition; she shrugged 
and said with a smile: “I’ve done changes all my life. Happiness is a choice.” She is such a 
wonderful example of resilience and trust in God. 

Dorothy would love for you to stop by for a visit and enjoy a tour of her new home, complete 
with hot fudge sundae! You can find her new address and phone number in the 2018 LCF 
Directory or ask Dorothy when you see her in church. n
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Life Transitions
by Jerry Sauder

When 2013 rolled around, Donna and I began to get restless. We had moved to 
the Hudson Valley of New York in 1996 for me to take a job with IBM. Our family 
roots were in Maryland, where both sets of parents and most of our siblings, 
nieces and nephews still lived. We loved our church family at the Mission Church, 
but we felt like it was time for a new chapter in life. All four of our children had 
moved out, and it was pretty obvious that none had plans to move back to NY. It 
was also quite obvious that Donna and I no longer needed our sprawling, 1850s 
vintage former church parsonage. Two of our children were living in the Baltimore, 
MD area close to our extended families, and two were living in Ohio after finding 
opportunities following graduation from RBC. IBM was mostly interested in cutting jobs in the US to replace workers with less expensive 
alternatives overseas. Donna was working in a daycare, and although she loved the kids, the job was taking a physical toll on her body. It 
was time for a change.

One opportunity had presented itself at IBM. The company was expanding in Africa, and a position was open in Kenya where Donna and 
I had spent two years as missionaries in the late 1980s. I applied for the job, made it through a couple rounds of interviews, and thought 
for a time they would offer me the position. We had prayed that God would lead us through the process, and even though I had been very 
excited about the possibilities, we were quite content when it became obvious that God had closed that door. Despite not knowing what 
the next steps were going to be, we felt strongly that it was time to move on from NY.

As 2013 turned to 2014, rumors began to swirl that my division at IBM was up for sale. The rumors were true, and through a lengthy 
process, Lenovo became my new employer as of October, 2014. Sometime that Fall, my son Andrew called and told me that Keith Scheffel 
was transitioning out of the CFO position at RMM and that I should apply for the job. I told him I would be interested, but did not seek out 
an application or follow up in any way. Then in December, three different events happened within a 24-hour period: 1) Even though our 
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How 
Connected

Are You?
A Message from the Pastor

by Rob Swartz

Council Update
by David Perkins

A new year is upon us and the LCF Council has begun the process of wrapping 
up the 2017 year. We are currently busy preparing the 2018 budget for the 
congregation to review prior to a vote for approval. We will also be providing a 
Q&A session during our brief meeting after the potluck on January 14 to give 
you the opportunity to ask questions and give input. Below are rough dates 
planned for the 2018 budget:

Dec. 31 - Email budget proposal to the team leaders for review• 
Jan. 7 - Email budget proposal to the congregation for review• 
Jan. 14 - Q&A Session following "Celebrate the Church" potluck• 
Jan. 21 - LCF congregational vote to approve the 2018 budget• 

Also, here are a couple notes of things we are currently working on or have 
completed from our last meeting:

The 2018 Pastoral Agreements are complete for Rob and Reuben. • 
2018 Budget for Team Leaders will be budgeted in two categories:• 

Must Pays •	 (recurring or other expenses) needed to sustain operations will 
be adopted into the 2018 budget.
Extra or additional projects•	  for Team Leads will be prioritized and worked 
into the 2018 budget as funds allow. This will allow flexibility to meet the 
dynamic needs of LCF throughout the year. Many of the additional projects 
requested still require estimates (church lighting, cabinets for Sunday 
School, library upgrades, background checks, fire extinguisher recharge, 
parking lot extension, coffee bar, blinds for Sunday School rooms, etc). 

Resolution adopted—to update security system and fire monitoring from • 
landline to wireless. Wireless will be more reliable and will provide a good 
amount of savings by dropping AT&T landline. 
Resolution adopted—that Tasha will serve as the Co-Chair for LCF Council • 
in the event of the absence of the Council Chair/President.
We would also like to recognize Dave Stewart as his time as a member • 
of the LCF Council has concluded after 2017. Dave has served since the 
Council was established in 2015 and has been an integral part to helping 
build the team we have today. We can not thank him enough for all the 
hard work and time that he has put in with the Council. We are welcoming 
Becky Hostetler as our new LCF Council member. 

That’s all for now. Keep an eye out for your next LCF Council Update. n

Elders' Notes
by Donna Sauder

We opened our December elders' meeting with the reading of Psalm 127:1-2. It 
was a good reminder that the Lord is the one who is building the church. While 
we will do our best, we can rest and trust Him to do the building.

As a follow-up from our elders' retreat, we looked at all the things that LCF 
currently does and how much of it Rob is involved with. We talked about what 
Ephesians 4:12 says: the job of the pastor is to “prepare God's people for 
works of service.” We suggested that Rob share some of the pastoral care and 
visitation needs with others as well as put people in place to take care of the 
physical and practical needs of the church so that he is not responsible for so 
much. We are so grateful for the council and how they have relieved Rob of 
some former responsibilities.

We are excited to begin a new plan for small groups. Beginning in January 
2018, we will offer several different small groups that you can choose to join. 
Each group will meet for a three-month semester. The year will consist of a 
winter, spring, and fall semester. The 3 main components of each group will 
include: Bible study, prayer, and connection. We know that this will be a great 
way to grow in our faith and in love and care for one another.

We are continuing to discuss the prayer time during our Sunday morning 
service. As you know, we have been trying new ideas and formats. Please be 
patient as we strive to grow in prayer and make it a meaningful time.

Our next meeting will be January 9, 2018. n

Note: This was our last meeting to have Jerry and Donna with us. We are thankful for all 
they have added to our elders' team and meetings this past year! We wish them God's 
best as they transition to Olentangy Mennonite Church. Thanks Donna, for the great job 
you did writing the Elders' Notes for the Connection each month! 

What are your thoughts about this question? Connected to 
what? Do I need to be connected? It is probably obvious, 
that our first desire for you at LCF is to be connected to 
God. This is the most important connection, but being 
connected to God means that we are connected to each 
other. Romans 12:5 says, “So we, though many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” 
If you are a Christian, you are connected! So...how 
connected are you?

I have heard people say things like:
“I can be a Christian without going to church.” •	
“I don’t need to be involved.”•	
“The church is full of problems. I’ll keep my  •	

   distance.”
“I don’t have time to connect with people in the   •	

  church.”

What we see in the Bible is a different story. In fact, I'm 
wondering—is it even possible to be a Christian, yet be 
disconnected from the body of Christ? I don’t think so. 
Every description of believers in the New Testament 
describes them as a tightly connected group of people of 
all kinds, united under the headship of Christ. If that is 
who we are, then what are we doing to cooperate with that 
vision and, through the Holy Spirit, make that happen? 
How connected are you? What does this look like in the 
church? What does this look like at London Christian 
Fellowship?

In essence, it’s very simple. Hebrews 10:25 says to “not 
neglect to meet together.” Is connecting with other believers 
a priority for you? In the broader church, it is clear that this 
is not a priority. At my last community pastor’s meeting, 
pastors were commenting on this common phenomenon 
of sporadic church attendance. While it might be good that 
we have released some legalistic attitudes about going 
to church, it is not good that there are few who seem to 
believe meeting regularly is important. It’s not crucial that 
people come regularly to LCF—there are many great 
churches out there. What is crucial is that believers “not 
neglect to meet together.” Where did we get the idea 
that somehow the church could be healthy or individual 
Christians could be healthy without regular connection to 
each other in prayer, Bible study, and fellowship? It’s just 
not true.

What should we do? Meet regularly with other believers! 
Go to church! J Be a part of a small group. Pray for one 
another and with one another. Study the Bible with one 
another. Encourage one another. Care for one another. 
Go to the men's or ladies' activities. Use your gifts and 
abilities in the work of the church. This is church the way 
it was meant to be! In Jesus' final recorded prayer in 
scripture he prays that the church “may become perfectly 
one.” Christ is the one who is building the church and 
putting it together, but this will take some cooperation and 
effort from you, as well. Don’t be apart, but be a part!  n
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God's Timeless, Life-Changing Word
Whether you have a favorite Bible study you return to over and over again or whether you have no idea what you want to use to get 
planted firmly in the word of God, it's that time of year when most of us ask the question, “What will I use to study the Bible this year?” 
(If you have not thought about that question, take a few minutes to listen to Rob's sermon on December 31, "God's Good Word.") We 
asked some LCF members what they like to use as a devotional or Bible study plan, and here are their answers.

Jesse Diller:
“I like Zondervan's A Tour of the Bible, which is a 90-day plan. Our small group decided to do it, and it gives you an overview, or the 
bigger picture, of the Bible. We look at verses, a few at a time, and dig deep into the whole story of the Bible.”

Bob Zachrich:
“I use the Bible on tape. It works for me because it's a good form of 
meditation right before and after work. It gives me the time to get into 
the Bible. It keeps me from using not-so-nice words when dealing with 
traffic!”

Jerry Sauder:
“I pick a book of the Bible, such as the Psalms. I like to read the books of 
the Bible in multiple translations. One example of what I do is to read in 
30s, i.e., Psalm 10, 40, 70, 100, 130, and so on.”

Reuben Sairs:
“I keep a pretty steady pace, usually in the mornings or before bed. I love 
to read a single chapter and dwell on it. I also like to study in Hebrew or 
Greek.”

Vicki Sairs:
“I use the Pray as You Go App. It has a guided style of meditation where each segment has a call to worship and music. A narrator 
will read a passage aloud, another will ask you a question about what you've read or heard. They'll also ask you to imagine or place 
yourself in the passage. There is also a time of silence. This study app helps me to focus, and it's hard for me to focus.”

Becky Hostetler:
"In the evenings, as a family, we read from Truth for Kids, an online devotional. We were looking for something short but meaningful. 
Also, I like to memorize scripture and help the kids to memorize scripture. We use a notebook to list the letters of the alphabet, then 
we pick one scripture verse per letter. It seems to help us remember better than just trying to pull a scripture out of memory. If we say 
to ourselves, 'F' – then it helps bring to our minds the scripture 'For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.'”

Richard Troyer:
“I read a chapter of the Bible in the morning before I get out of bed. (It hasn't always been this way—only in the last few years has this 
become a habit). I also read the 'Duck Commander Devotional' each day before I leave the house.”  n

house was not on the market, a real estate agent had seen it on Zillow and asked if she could come show our house to her client; 2) RMM 
President Joe Showalter called to speak with me about the CFO position; and 3) Lenovo announced that they were offering a buy-out to 
all senior staff with twice the normal incentive package typically given for early retirement offers. God certainly had our attention.

As often happens in life, events did not unfold as quickly or simply as we had hoped. Nevertheless, we felt we had a clear direction God 
was leading us, and we moved forward despite the obstacles in our path.

One of the requirements of my position with RMM is attendance at a CMC conference church. We checked out 7 different CMC congregations 
in the area and felt most at home at LCF. People were very friendly, and there was a mixture of people from different cultures and church 
backgrounds. I had quickly found a new peer group at RMM while Donna had to work harder to make friends without that work connection. 
One way we intentionally decided to seek friendships was through the IFI program, and we were extremely blessed to have a strong 
connection with Daekyun and Youngmi Oh from the moment we met them. On their very first Sunday here in the US, they attended LCF 
with us and were joyfully greeted in Korean by Vicki Sairs, who was thrilled to have someone with whom to practice the language. The Oh’s 
friendship has been very precious, and the way they have been embraced by the LCF family means the world to us.

And now, just as we have settled into a new congregation and started to form friendships at LCF, we are planning to switch over to 
Olentangy Mennonite Church (OMC) in 2018—even though we have had about enough change in the past 3 years and would prefer 
things to be rather more stable for a while. There are two primary reasons why we are making the move. First, our son Andrew is heading 
up this new church plant, and he has asked us to join him. Nothing in this world is more valuable to us than our family, and the chance 
to work with my son in this type of endeavor might never come again. The second reason has to do with the immigrant population they 
are interacting with as their main focus of outreach. RMM focuses on those who are ‘least-reached’ by the Gospel. Many of the countries 
where we operate are actually closed to Christian workers—yet God is bringing these same people to our country as immigrants and 
refugees. Practicing here in Columbus what we seek to do overseas meshes perfectly with my daily work.

We hope this article has given you some insight into our recent life journey and why we have decided to join OMC. We will miss everyone 
at LCF and plan to keep in touch.  n

Life Transitions...continued
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Ladies' Christmas Luncheon

The LCF Connection
A monthly newsletter designed to enhance communication at London Christian Fellowship

What did you think? If any of the stories in this Connection sparked an idea or opinion you'd like to share, 
email us at secretary@lcfweb.org.   Editors: Theresa Hennis, Amie Smith, and Doris Swartz

If you prefer that we do not use photos of you in the Connection, you may opt out by emailing us at connection@lcfweb.org.

Join us on Sunday, January 14th, for our 2018 Celebrate the Church Sunday!
We want to celebrate YOU - this beautiful and diverse body of Christ.•	
We will be bringing in new members.•	
There will be opportunities for you to discover how you can be involved in the ministry at LCF.•	
Afterwards, we will share a delicious potluck lunch together.•	
We’ll conclude with a short business meeting, including a Q&A session about the proposed 2018 LCF budget. •	

On Saturday, December 9, with a background of gently 
falling snow, about 25 ladies gatherered in the Fellowship 

Hall to enjoy delicious food, several fun games, a 
gift exchange, and a creative craft. Thanks to Tasha 

Slaubaugh, Sharon Headings, Sheila Miller, and Katy 
Miller for the great job they did with organizing the special 
day and to each one who decorated the beautiful tables.

A Not-So-Silent Night
LCF's annual children's Christmas program was held on Sunday evening, 
December 17th and included music, a skit, and light-hearted drama. Thanks 
to Katy Miller for the great job she did directing it and to the Fellowship Team 
for the delicious appetizers afterwards.

LCF Family Christmas
On Christmas Eve Sunday morning, we began with a brunch together and then had a special 
service celebrating Christ's birth, treasuring his presence, remembering his death, and anticipating 
his soon return!

New Life In Christ!
We rejoice with Peyton Miller in his 
baptism at LCF on Sunday, December 
31st. What an awesome way to begin 
the new year!
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