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Riding with a Heart for Missions
By Theresa Hennis

This year's Ride for Missions began in 
Shelbyville, KY, and ended at the finish 
line in Kidron, Ohio, on July 27 at the 
Conservative Mennonite Conference 
(CMC). The ride supports Rosedale 
Mennonite Missions (RMM), which helps 
send workers to parts of the world where 
the good news of Jesus is shared with 
people who have not heard it. The Ride 
for Missions has raised over $871,000 
for RMM. 

Every year, for the past 9 years, LCF 
member, Marcus Freed, has participated 
in the Ride.
 
“A big blessing to me is that we bond 
together like a church family that meets 
once a year for a week," Marcus says. 
“Our common goal is to raise money for 
missions.” 

The Ride wove through the Ohio River 
Valley along part of the Underground 
Railroad, and there were also other 
points of interest and historical sites to 
be seen.

Riders never know what they might 
encounter as they ride. The wonders of 
God's creation and other sights along 
the way help keep their spirits up. One 
sight, in particular, brought a smile to the 
face of one LCF member*as he rode on 
part of the trail through Mt. Vernon that 
is twice as wide to accommodate both 
bicycles and buggies. 

“I was riding my fastest, and ahead of 
me was a buggy, “ he says. “I thought 
it strange that I was gaining on it, until I 
pulled up closer and saw a mother and 
her baby, in a car seat, in the carriage. 
Her other children kept pace—a young 
boy racing alongside the buggy on his 
scooter, and a young girl skating behind 
the buggy on her roller blades.”

Sharing the trail with buggies makes for 
interesting trail mates, but in the same 
token, it can bring unexpected mishaps.

Another LCF member* says, 
“Unfortunately, I wreck often. One time 
it was on the freshly laid out gravel 
in Kidron, but this time the ruts in the 
pavement made by the wheels of the 
buggies that travel the trail took me 
out! Someone passed me, and when I 

moved my bike over, the tire caught in 
one of those ruts, and over I went!”

Several LCF members came out to set 
up a rest station near the London Senior 
Center with refreshments for those who 
rode. Their support and encouragement 
meant a lot to the trail-weary bicyclists.

“I enjoyed the ice cream at the rest 
station,” was a comment made by 
several riders.

Other LCF members attended the 
conference itself, and they were 
equipped with the tools and knowledge 
they need to make a difference right in 
their own communities. 

LCF's Youth Leaders, Ray and Grace 
Raber, went to the conference, and 
Grace says, “We were encouraged to go 
to meet other youth leaders and youth. 
We attended a workshop on using social 
media to bring youth into the church. We 
also sat in on a panel discussion about 
how to properly exercise women's gifts 
in the church.”  

*Names of some riders withheld for 
privacy/work reasons.
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Today Jack and I drove our daughter, 
Anna, to the airport. We all had a 
wonderful 25 days of catching up and 
hanging out. With this article in mind, 
Anna and I talked about her feelings and 
thoughts upon visiting the United States.

Anna began by saying her experiences 
would be unique to her situation, and, 
I am guessing, not so applicable to 
others or article worthy. However, I think 
a glimpse into another's experience 
broadens our point of view, and our 
empathy.

Anna shared how often we are judged by 
our appearance and how others make 
assumptions about us or our abilities. 
She shared how people assume she 
knows how to navigate the adult world in 
the United States – banking, shopping, 
driving, and even using a parking 
garage. Until she mentioned it, I never 
realized Anna launched from college 
into the adult world in Thailand! For over 
four years she has found apartments, 
traveled, made doctor appointments, 
paid bills … accomplishing all the stuff 
of “adulting”, but in Thailand.  There 
are similarities between countries to be 
sure; however, mundane tasks in the 
U.S. can feel new and awkward. Anna 
said she feels like a “stunted American.” 
She shared how humiliating it felt having 
people laugh at her trying to figure out 
how to get through the exit kiosk at a 
parking garage in Columbus.

Anna laughed about what is polite 
in Thailand, such as having your 
head lower than another as a sign of 
respect, and how it might look odd to 

Random Thoughts 
Upon Re-Entry
By Molly Rosati

"We like to keep you updated on how our LCF missionaries 
are doing, and here are some thoughts from Anna Rosati 
about what it's like to transition from the mission field back 
to her homeland."

Americans.  She is in the habit of ducking 
low and crouching as she leaves during 
a service or meeting. This head lower 
than others behavior mystified us when 
our family visited Thailand. We had 
ordered room service and didn’t realize 
we should stand so the hotel employee 
could efficiently bring in our food. 
Instead, we were all seated. The young 
man took off his shoes upon entering our 
room and scooted, kneeling, to deliver 
the tray of food. It was quite a balancing 
feat! I kept encouraging him to stand, 
feeling this posture was demeaning and 
unnecessary, however, his culture and 
upbringing said different. Not right. Not 
wrong. Just different.

At a wedding in Kansas during her 
visit, Anna met fellow missionaries who 

spent 20 years in Thailand. Some of 
their children look quite American, but 
English is not their language of choice. 
They speak Thai. Even though they 
have American citizenship, I expect 
they feel more at ease in Thailand. 
Anna mentioned the missionaries at 
that service were especially welcoming, 
having experienced for themselves the 
awkwardness of being strangers…even 
in their own country.

 “For I was a stranger, 
and you invited me in.”  

Matthew 25:35
Thank you all for being a church family to 
Anna. She shared how she feels you are 
a family to her.

Update from the Elders
By Donna Sauder

We met in the library at LCF on August 8th. We are mainly meeting to make 
sure that things are running smoothly while Rob and Doris are on sabbatical. We 
discussed the upcoming services to make sure that all bases are covered. We 
thank everyone for the efforts they are making to keep everything on track.

We are especially grateful for the quick response of Molly Rosati to fill the need 
of nursery coordinator. This spot was left empty when Gabrielle Stewart left for 
college in August. We thank Gabrielle for serving God and our congregation in this 
way. We pray that God will bless her time in college. Thanks for all the volunteers 
that have helped and continue to help in this ministry.

We are very honored to have the new book, Ignite, (by our very own Phyllis 
Swartz!) and her sister, Janice Showalter, donated to our library. Please make 
use of this wonderful resource. Or, if you would like a copy of this helpful book on 
creative and fun ways to pray, see Jerry Sauder. 

We spent time in prayer for the requests that were spoken in our Sunday services 
and any others that we were brought to our attention. Our next meeting is 
September 12th.

If you have any concerns or questions, please bring them to our attention.
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Getting to Know 
Grant Shoemaker

As told to Theresa Hennis

Where are you from, originally?
  
I was born in Akron, Ohio, with my roots in 
Seville/Medina.

Where do you live now? 

London, Ohio.

What did you want to be when you 
grew up?

 A forest ranger.

Where do you work? 

I'm a dedicated driver to the Target 
accounts for Swift Transportation.

Are you married? Have children and 
grandchildren?

No to all three!

Who has inspired or inspires you the 
most in your life, and why? 

Jack Hiel, a retired Navy doctor, taught 
me so much about life and so much more. 
He was a friend of mine who managed 
the mobile home park where I used to live 
in Columbia, TN. He was like the father 
I wish I would have had. I could ask him 
anything.

What is your favorite hobby? 

I like to go to the gym as often as I can. 

I like Superhero movies.  I like to record 
Netflix shows, and I like The Fall, a 
murder mystery show. I like light-hearted 
series with some comedy, some sci-fi.
 
What is the best place you've ever 
visited, and what made it the best?

I visited the Queen Mary (boat) in Long 
Beach, CA, and got lost on it for two 
hours, by myself. I hitchhiked through  
every state, to collect my thoughts, for 
two years. I did odd jobs as I went, and 
some days I ate, some days I didn't. My 
relationship with God grew during that 
time. I was saved and baptized when 
I was 15, while I was living in a foster 
home, but the seed that was planted didn't 

really take hold until I was alone on the 
road, and it was just Him and me. 

If you could do anything you wanted in 
life, what would it be? 
 
Win the Lottery, buy a modest home with 
a gym and theater room, and retire!

What is your favorite scripture?

Job 1:7-12

Do you have a favorite devotional or 
Bible study method? 

Whatever God leads me to read. I like 
Sword Searcher, a CD program. I finished 
a 21-book study guide at my last church. I 
like to read the Bible on my tablet. 

Do you have a favorite charity/outreach 
program you volunteer for or support?
 
The Adopt-a-Child from Mexico through  
World Vision.

If you had one wish, what would it be?

To find true love, to have a partner in life.

If you could give one piece of advice to 
help someone, what would it be? 

Listen to your parents, kids. As you get 
older they get wiser. Listen to them now, 
and it will save you from so much later. 
And trust in God to guide you.

A Message from the Pastor By Reuben Sairs

I am often flummoxed by celebrity Christian leadership. Reports come to me in the news and on the Web. That’s a big world, and of 
course it is unfair to paint with a broad brush. I often do wish they would speak for themselves and leave me out of it, whether it is 
prophecy, politics, or just opinions. My first reaction is, “who asked you?” When it comes to the real big shots, I try to respond fairly to 
the what is said. I try for a moment to look past the regular and damaging moral failures that haunt the world of celebrity and media 
based Christianity. Jesus has told me not to judge and to not throw the first or the last stone. I try to swallow my objections to the 
pitches for money that in large measure feed ultra-luxurious lifestyles, because the Lord has told me not to covet. I’m sure there are 
leaders who have risen and stayed above all that.

I have to cool my snobbery. Most of the time it’s just not my style. Style affects everything from decorations to dress to public 
speaking. I can’t pretend to not react. I’m on a different cultural wavelength. Sometimes the signals of style are so strong I find 
myself disagreeing even when I might agree!  But I don’t want to be petty. When you make judgments about someone else’s taste 
and style,  the judgment can flow both ways. Surely Christian fellowship can elevate itself above arguments about style. We should 
do as Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:19 - For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the 
more. (Cont'd on 4...)  
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The LCF Connection
A monthly newsletter designed to enhance communication at London Christian Fellowship

What did you think? If any of the stories in this Connection sparked an idea or opinion you'd like to 
share, email us at secretary@lcfweb.org.   Editors: Theresa Hennis, Amie Smith, and Doris Swartz
If you prefer that we do not use photos of you in the Connection, you may opt out by emailing us at connection@lcfweb.org.

Upcoming Activities

Sept. 8-9       Shekinah Festival
Sept. 19-21         Farm Science     
                                      Review

Spreading the Light of Love 

This last winter we moved to a house on North Main Street. As we were anticipating 
the move, I was looking forward to all the amenities near our new home. The location 
would be perfect for our evening walks down Main Street or a quick stroll to play at 
the park. Once we were settled and the weather got warmer, we took advantage of 
everything near us.

Since I am busy and working during the week, I try to enjoy and cherish every moment 
in the evenings and on the weekends with my daughter, Lizzie. We love to play outside 
together; whether it's blowing bubbles, coloring on sidewalks, or gliding down slides, 
the time together is always a blessing. Cowling Park is one of our favorite places to 
spend time together. Lizzie loves slides, the “choo choo” train, and riding the bouncing 
animals that she calls “ducky,” “neigh-neigh,” and “bunny”. It has been neat to see her 
grow up at the park. She is starting to become more independent, and every time we 
go to play I notice new things that she can do. 

I was very thankful when the London community started to raise funds to clean up 
the park. The old equipment at the park was starting to fall apart and, unfortunately, 
had succumbed to vandalism.  On the Fourth of July weekend the first phase of the 
park restoration project (Access Cowling) was completed. Since then, I have felt more 
comfortable with Lizzie playing on the equipment at the park. I have also noticed that 
the park is busier now with little families. 

I see the newly updated park as a blessing in many ways. As I come across different 
families, it is a reminder to me to be a good Christian example and to teach my 
daughter to show Christ’s love through her actions.

"You are the light of the world. In the same way let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:14 & 16
It is hard to determine what each child that we meet at the park is going through. 
However, just like the old fallen down park, with a little bit of love and care you can 
make a difference. So, as we enjoy our mother-daughter time, we are going to take 
those moments to spread our light and let it shine.

By Amie Smith

So, as you see, I torture myself with 
lots of inner arguments. I correct myself 
sharply sometimes. But I have to say that 
a week rarely goes by in which I don’t 
find something objectionable on serious 
grounds. Some Bible verses stay close to 
me when I’m flummoxed. 

Matthew 7:15-16. “Beware of false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous 
wolves.You will know them by their fruits.” 

2 Peter 2:1 “But there were also false 
prophets among the people, even as there 
will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 
denying the Lord who bought them, and 
bring on themselves swift destruction.”

Paul in his farewell address to the 
Ephesian elders at the port in Miletus. 
Acts 20.29, “For I know this, that after 
my departure savage wolves will come 
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also 
from among yourselves men will rise up, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away 
the disciples after themselves. Therefore 
watch, and remember that for three years 
I did not cease to warn everyone night and 
day with tears.

I remember Diotrephes in 3 John 9  “I wrote 
to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves 
to have the preeminence among them, 
does not receive us.”  Imagine this leader 
so pre-eminent that he won’t receive the 
beloved disciple!

I remember Jesus' words, in Luke 5,  
“And He said to them, “The kings of the 
Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and 
those who exercise authority over them 
are called ‘benefactors'. But not so among 
you; on the contrary, he who is greatest 
among you, let him be as the younger, and 
he who governs as he who serves.”

A Message from the Pastor cont'd...


