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True Love
by Lyndon & Sheila Miller

Lyndon: John 15:13 says: “Greater love has no one than this: 
to lay down one's life for one's friends.” There are different 
types of love: love for your friends, your community, for your 
country, and for your spouse. Not in that order! Love in and 
of itself is an action word, not a passive term. It requires you 
to take action. It isn't something that magically happens one 
morning when you get out of bed, but something that continues 
to grow. Love can be easy at times, and at other times you would prefer a root canal with no 
painkillers. To choose to love is a daily commitment to give of yourself for the needs of those 
around you. We live in a selfish environment. It's all about me, me, ME!!!! When we lay down 
self and look at how we can help each other, then we discover what true love is and the power 
that it has. It isn't about me. Christ loved me enough that he was willing to die a painful death 
on the cross, for me. He even asked that this cup would be taken, but also breathed, "Not my 
will, but yours."

Sheila: Looking back over the past 25 years and remembering that first love we shared, it 
pales in comparison to the love we share today. When you walk beside someone for 25 years, 
it obviously isn't always perfect. We tend to be selfish people and want our own way. True love 
is kind and patient and thinks the best of others. True love forgives and says, “I'm sorry.” True 
love hangs on, even when you feel like giving up. True love cares for you when you're sick 
and encourages you when you're feeling down. True love rubs your back when you're hurting 
and shaves your legs when you can't reach them when you're pregnant. True love puts others’ 
needs above its own. True love grows with time, as we go through life together, through good 
times and not-so-good times. I have a sneaking suspicion that 25 years from now, we will look 
back to today and see how much more our love has grown. And it will continue to grow, with 
God's grace and direction in our lives, as we are faithful to Him.

"What is Love?"
Responses from several LCF families 

(parents with kids ranging in age from 1-15)

The Hochstetler Family 

Meredith:•	  It is affection towards 
someone no matter their flaws.

Vernon:•	  Love is deep affection for 
someone. It is putting other people's 
feelings above yours.

Maddie: •	 When you love someone 
so much you always want to be with 
them.

Continued on page 4...

Raising Up Peacemakers
by Ray Raber

About a year ago, Grace and I became involved in helping with Peacemakers on Monday 
evenings. Peacemakers is a ministry to inner-city children on the west side of Columbus. 
It grew out of an outreach that Clyde & Wanita Byler had in their basement over 15 years 
ago. Clyde was a former pastor at United Bethel Mennonite Church. United Bethel continues 
to support the ministry by renting the facility, providing a church van, snacks, and several 
volunteers. Following is what a typical Monday evening looks like for us. 

I leave work at E&R Tires (our family-owned business in Plain City) promptly at 5:00. I hurry 
home, eat, and get ready to head in to Columbus. As we are getting ready to leave, we get 
a phone call from *Marissa (one of the girls who comes to Peacemakers) wondering if we 
can pick her up at her mom’s place. We tell her that we can. By 5:40 we are on our way to 
Columbus. *Kaylynn (another girl from Peacemakers) calls Grace to see if we can pick her up 
at her house. A few minutes later Marissa calls again, wondering if we are about there. We 
assure her that we will be there soon. As we turn onto Broad Street, we see a beggar standing 

Continued on page 4...
*The names of youth in this article have been changed.
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What's a Pastor
Supposed to Do?

A Message 
from the Pastor

by Reuben Sairs

What’s a pastor supposed to do? They seem to come in many 
different flavors. Some are quiet hand-holders who comfort the 
flock; some are thundering prophets. Some emphasize counseling, 
one-on-one contact, relationships; others live to preach and to 
lead boldly, some are very evangelistic—soul winners. Some are 
managers who don’t have strong ideas of their own, but try hard 
to help the congregation get where it wants to go; others have 
visionary ideas and try to shape their congregations accordingly. It 
can go without saying that good pastors come in all these flavors, 
as do the bad. Each type presents its own benefits and snares.

What’s the job description in the Bible? We often go to the books of 
Timothy and Titus to find out. These are called the pastoral epistles, 
in part, because Paul writes them to instruct, what we might call 
pastors, as to how to do the job. We see differences even there. 
To me, Timothy seems meek, in need of encouragement, soothing 
and confidence. Titus, well, he gets the rough assignments. I have 
the sense that he’s a little tougher. Timothy might come to soothe 
a congregation, but it often seems like Titus is sent to straighten 
them out. These are just my hunches.

Pastor in the New Testament is a translation of the word for 
shepherd. It’s not used very often. You will usually find it in 
Ephesians 4:11, but most often the word is rendered as shepherd. 
Jesus is the good shepherd and the chief shepherd (1 Peter 5:4). 
The New Testament never presents a congregational model in 
which a pastor is the sole or supreme authority in a congregation. 
As I see it, pastors are a type of elder, and for want of a better way 
of expressing it, they are to shepherd the flock. So what are they 
supposed to do?

As far as actual shepherds go and using Jesus as the model, 
they are supposed to give their lives for the sheep. They aren’t 
to flee like an uncommitted employee when danger appears. 
They might be supposed to know their sheep by name. The New 
Testament is pretty clear that pastors aren’t little lords (1 Peter 
5:3, and John 13). If you want to find a pastoral job description in 
the New Testament, you’ll pretty soon be looking at the role of the 
elder for specifics, because there really isn’t a job description for 
pastors as such. The elders’ basic task, though, is to preserve the 
apostolic message. 

It seems then in Timothy & Titus that a pastor would have to be 
ready to teach and to communicate, to clarify ideas, stand for 
them and defend them. That’s a dangerous job. Everyone has 
ideas and opinions, why should they listen to some pastor? Most 
pastors will tell you that they are well aware that they, as pastors,  
are wrong sometimes. If one prescription has steered me through 
my life as a pastor it is in 2 Timothy 2:24-26. I aim for it, but every 
time I read it, I know I still have a long way to go.

"And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to 
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting 
his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may 
come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after 
being captured by him to do his will."

Elders' Notes
by Donna Sauder

Happy New Year from the Elders Team! We met on a windy night at 
Rob and Doris' warm house. We filled every spot around the table, 
since there is now a full team of elders. This was the first elders' 
meeting for Jesse Diller, Jerry Sauder, and me. Jerry will serve the 
one-year term and Jesse will fill the three-year term. Thank you for 
entrusting us with being a part of this wonderful team. 

We discussed "Celebrate the Church Sunday”, which will be held on 
January 15. We are looking forward to adding 5 new members to 
our body as we reaffirm our membership to LCF.

We are making some changes to the format of the Sunday service. 
You may notice our moderator taking the lead a little more in making 
sure all the details of the service are executed smoothly, and 
especially that the children get dismissed at the proper time . 

Since the announcements are in the bulletin and scrolling on the 
big screen, we are taking less time to make them verbally from the 
podium. We want to spend more time with the Scriptures and in 
worship. We are being more intentional about including Scripture 
reading into the services.

We are excited about Jim Jones being approved by the congregation 
to serve on the council. Rob expressed his desire to step back from 
being on the LCF Council. We affirmed him in this decision. We 
will see if there is another from the Elders Team who would want to 
serve as a representative on the council.

We are looking into plans to give Rob and Doris a much needed 
sabbatical. We will decide all the details needed to implement this 
plan (when, how long, etc.) before moving forward. 

Celebrate the Church Sunday
On Sunday, January 15, we had our annual Celebrate the Church 
Sunday at LCF. Rob challenged us with a message on unity. Six 
individuals became members and current members reaffirmed 
their committment to be avtively involved at LCF in the coming 
year by signing in a specially designated book.

We enjoyed good food and fellowship duing the potluck, which was 
followed by a short update from the council and a time for Q&A 
regarding the proposed 2017 budget.

We thank God for the diversity and unity we have at LCF and look 
forward to what all he has in store for us in this coming year!

Pictured from left: Rob Swartz with new members: Jerry and Donna Sauder, 
Sandy and Russ Hauge, Ray Raber, and Katy Miller.
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Council Update
by David Perkins

It is a new year and we have 
a new LCF Council. We would 
like everyone to welcome our 
newest member, Jim Jones, as 
the official Council Chair. Jim will 
be taking over the duties of Pam 
Shay, who had stepped down 
from the council at the end of 
last year. We cannot thank Pam 
enough for all the work she has 
put in with us, from the ground 
up, as we have established this new LCF team over the last couple of years. Dave Stewart and myself are continuing our service on 
the council. Tasha Slaubaugh has become the official financial representative of the council and will join us for most of our meetings.

Rob Swartz is also stepping away from his involvement on the council. Rob has been our standing elder representative to facilitate 
communication between the two teams. He has been with us from the beginning, helping us build this team into what it is today. We 
would like to thank him for being a part of the team for as long as he has and we are sure that he will still be working with us in some 
capacity. This year, we will be trying to rotate the other elders in on our meetings to still have that necessary connection between the 
two teams for decisions that need to be made.

As we get Jim settled in and up-to-date with all of the council’s tasks and duties, we are beginning to re-organize our setup to better 
accommodate our new line-up. We will be working on revising our "To-Do List" and continuing our work in other areas that have 
carried over from last year. We have heard from some who are confused about the duties of the council, so we will be sharing details 
about the council's job description in the near future to hopefully clear things up a bit. We always welcome you to talk with any of us.

The council would like to thank all of you who participated in the discussion about the LCF Budget after the potluck on Sunday, 
January 15th. Your feedback and opinions will be very helpful for all future budget planning. Please continue to pray for all of us on 
the council as we prepare for 2017. We will continue to keep you informed with the things that we are working on with this monthly 
council update. 

Reflecting on God's Faithfulness
by Benji Martin

Hello LCF! Wow was it good to visit and worship with you all on January 8th. What a joy to be back with the body of Christ, or at least 
a part of the body of Christ that I love and know well. I must say I was overwhelmed by the kindness and reception I received that 
morning. I apologize to any of you that I missed talking with; I would’ve loved to have had more time to hear from and share with each 
of you. But thanks to the LCF Connection Team I have an opportunity to share at least a little of what’s been going in my life in the last 
few months. 

Leaving the London/Rosedale area is certainly high on my list of most difficult experiences. It is true 
that I came home to family and old friends, but it has been important for me to acknowledge the loss of 
what I had with you all. Life looked very different this last semester. I was very full time at school, taking 
18 credits and participating in two different voice ensembles. In my “free-time” I’ve been working for an 
agency called Just Like Family. I’m a Personal Care Aide working with elderly and physically disabled 
people one-on-one in their homes. The job includes a variety of types of care, but I most often work 
night shift, supervising and providing companionship. This all has made a much busier schedule than 
I am used to which has brought its own new challenges. 

Being “new” in my home area (Lebanon, Pennsylvania) has been strange. Starting a new job, a new 
school and new program of study (Social Work – which I am thoroughly loving), and commuting to 
school instead of living on campus have all been more difficult than I anticipated. Like a typical adult, 
it’s become more difficult to balance my time between the many things in life that matter—work, school, 
family, church. I don’t feel like I have acquired the answer to these questions but I am hopeful as I 
continue to learn a little at a time, with a lot of grace along the way. 

Through this transition I’ve often been reminded and challenged by God’s faithfulness. God was so good to me while I was in Ohio 
(I know that sounds cliché, but I really mean it). Although it has not always felt this way, He really has continued to be so good to me 
along this journey. He is not bound by time, situation, or geography. Wherever I go, and whatever I face, He is with me, and not just 
with me, but redeeming me, disciplining me, growing me, and loving me. I’m reminded of the lyrics “Never once did we ever walk alone, 
Never once did [God] leave us on our own.” I know that will continue and I’m excited to see how God will continue to astound me with 
his gentleness and care for me. 

LCF's current 
council (from left): 
Jim Jones (chair), 
David Perkins, Dave 
Stewart, and Tasha 
Slaubaugh.
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A monthly newsletter designed to enhance communication at London Christian Fellowship

What did you think? If any of the stories in this Connection sparked an idea or opinion you'd like to share, 
email us at secretary@lcfweb.org.   Editors: Theresa Hennis, Amie Smith, and Doris Swartz

If you prefer that we do not use photos of you in the Connection, you may opt out by emailing us at connection@lcfweb.org.

Peacemakers...continued
 

on the corner. We are only about a half hour 
from our home, but it feels like we are entering 
a whole different world. We stop by Kaylynn’s 
to pick her up. As we head to Marissa’s, 
Kaylynn asks me why I drive so slow. I tell her 
I have to go slow because there is not very 
much room, with cars parked on both sides of 
the very narrow street. We arrive at Marissa’s 
mother’s place and pick up Marissa. 

We arrive at Iglesia Nuevos Principions (a 
small Spanish church located in the Hilltop area) around 6:20 and see that there 
is already a group of kids waiting outside. They ask if they can come in, but we tell 
them, “No, you have to wait ‘til 6:45 so that we can get things ready.” We volunteers 
go inside and get the classrooms, snacks, etc., ready. We have a short prayer 
together as a staff. Brent Hostetler, a volunteer from United Bethel, leaves with the 
church van to pick up a group of kids. More walkers continue to arrive. It is starting 
to get noisy as the kids play and run around while waiting to get started. When 
Brent returns with the van load of kids, the volume and excitement climb even 
higher! There are multiple kids trying to talk, all at the same time.

At 6:45 we invite them to come inside, find a seat, settle down, and be quiet. There 
are usually anywhere from 20 - 40 kids, ranging in age from 6 - 16. We have a short 
opening, sing a few songs, and introduce the memory verse. Following our opening 
time together as a group, around 7:00, we dismiss the kids to go to their classes. 

There are various classes, grouped according to school grades. Grace and I lead 
the one for girls in 6th grade and up. If someone has brought a friend, we invite 
them to introduce them to the group. We give the kids the opportunity to ask for 
prayer and share about their past week. *Alexa shares that she got her black eye 
from being in a fight with a boy, who head-butted her. *Gloria says that someone 
on her street was shot this past week. *Jenna asks us to pray for her dad, who will 
be getting out of jail this coming week. My heart is overwhelmed at all the pain and 
heartache that these young kids deal with. We pray for the things they have shared.

Next, we share a Bible lesson. This past week we taught the kids about God 
creating the earth. After a short lesson, we wrap up by reviewing our memory verse. 
The kids are given the opportunity to say it in front of the class; or if they prefer, 
they can choose to go out in the hall and say it by themselves to Grace. 

We have a simple snack and then end the evening by playing games such as 
dodgeball or jump rope, etc. Before we know it, it is 8:15 and time for the kids to 
head home. We help Brent load the van and try to keep peace among the kids. 
This is always the hardest time of the evening as the kids tend to get into fights 
easily. Marissa and Kaylynn wait for Grace and I to help clean up and have a quick 
meeting with the staff to discuss the evening. 

Around 8:45, we are finally ready to head home. We drop Marissa and Kaylynn 
off and then breathe in the quietness. On our way home we thank God for seeing 
us through another evening of ministry. I am always amazed at how something so 
mentally and emotionally tiring can be so spiritually fulfilling! Next Monday, we will 
return to do it all over again. We are thankful for this opportunity God has given 
us to show his love to so many hurting (and challenging) kids. If you think of us 
on Monday evenings, pray that God will give us much strength and wisdom. If 
any of you are interested in helping out, please let us know. It often seems like we 
have more kids than what we are able to handle. Pray, too, that the seeds that are 
planted each week will grow and bear much fruit!

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

Jammin' Together
On Saturday, January 21, the LCF youth attended 
Winter Jam 2017 with about 25 other youth from 
local churches. The day began at LCF with a lunch 
for everyone. Jordan Smith, the youth pastor at Faith 
Assembly Worship Center, started the day of worship 
with some encouraging words centered around 
being one body in Christ, from Romans 12:5. The 
mild winter weather was a nice bonus as the youth 
waited in line outside from 12:30 - 5 p.m. with their  
“One…Madison” Winter Jam 2017 t-shirts until the 
doors opened. The concert was an awesome time of 
celebration and praising Jesus together! 

What is Love?...continued

Vinny:•	  Love is L-O-V-E. I love Mom and Jesus. 

Vaughn: •	 When you love your mom and 
valentines. I love cookies.

Mandy:•	  Love as a parent is a feeling of 
absolute terror when your child is on a 
ventilator lying unresponsive in the ICU and 
you keep asking the nurse whether he is 
going to make it or not and they refuse to 
answer because it's a waiting game and they 
don't have an answer. True love is when your 
husband lets you cuddle up against him even 
though your feet feel like blocks of ice.

Myron: •	 True love is getting up and running to 
Pizza Hut after you've already been in bed for 
the night because your pregnant wife is craving 
pizza. Love is what Jesus did for us, even 
though we don't deserve it.  

The Humm Family 

Ella:•	  Love is caring. 

Georgia: •	 It means 
you love each other 
and your Sissy. 

Dana: •	 True love is caring, sacrifice, 
selflessness, and commitment.

"This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 

to lay down our lives for our brothers." 
1 John 3:16
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