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Seeking What's Hidden
by Phyllis Swartz

Tickle Monster lives at our house, and his 
other name is Steve. Our grandchildren 
gave Steve this new name a few years 
ago because of a game he plays with 
them. While they all close their eyes, 
Steve hides somewhere in the house—in 
a closet, behind the shower curtain, or 
under a table. Then the children go on a 
search, tiptoeing through the house, partly 
wanting to find him and partly hoping they 
don’t. Because if he is found, he jumps out, 
roaring and chasing, until he captures and 
tickles them.

Sometimes when I read the Bible, I think of 
God this way. God often hides in the pages 
of the Bible, not so I find him, but so I look 
for him. 

“You will seek me and find me, when you 
seek me with all your heart. I will be found 
by you, declares the Lord.” (Jeremiah 
29:13)

God hides in different places. Here are 
some places I like to find him.

In Words: 
Look for the names of God. When have 
you last prayed to the Ancient of Days 
or Alpha and Omega or the Bright and 
Morning Star? When you search for God in 
his names, you will find him.

In Rhythms:
I love finding chiasms in the Bible. Here’s a 
simple chiasm: 
When the 
going gets 
tough, 
the tough 
get going” 

And here 
is a chiasm 
from the 
Bible:
Do not seek Bethel, do not go to Gilgal,
do not journey to Beersheba.
For Gilgal will surely go into exile,
and Bethel will be reduced to nothing.”  
(Amos 5:5)        Continued on page 3...

A Look Back at the Past Year
At the beginning of each year we like to pause and look back on the past year, 
reflecting on the many blessings and thanking God for his grace and faithfulness.

http://www.londonchristianfellowship.org
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At the beginning 
of each year, 
we always 
encourage 
LCFers to think 
about how they 
would like to 
grow in their 

knowledge of God and his Word in the coming year. 
Phyllis has given us some great suggestions. If you 
would like more Bible reading suggestions visit LCF's 
website. We encourage each of us to actively seek God 
and spend time in his Word every day. 

Seeking What's Hidden...continued

A skilled reader of the Hebrew scripture saw a chiasm as a time to 
take notice. This is elevated, poetic language and important in some 
way. Often the middle meeting point is especially significant. So this 
makes me curious. What should I know about Beersheba? What does 
this tell me about God?

In Images:
The Bible is rich with pictures. Look at Revelation 1:12-18 for a 
captivating image of God. Even if you don’t draw, you might want 
to try sketching this. The descriptions are specific. And as you draw, 
think about what this image tells you about God. How does he hide in 
these verses?

In a Person
Proverbs 8 makes wisdom into a person. And Paul, in I Corinthians 
1:30 writes that Jesus Christ has become for people wisdom from 
God. So read about Wisdom, and think about Jesus Christ as you 
read. You’ll find God.

And there are other ways to search for God. Find God in bodies (the 
incarnation of Jesus, the theophanies—God appearing in human 
form), in relationships (the Song of Songs), in logic (the comparison 
of Jesus to Melchizedek in Hebrews 7).

Like our grandchildren, who are wary of finding Steve, sometimes I’m 
not sure I want to find God when I’m searching. He doesn’t always 
come out from behind a word or an image in a soft, pleasing way. 
Sometimes God comes out roaring. But these thrills, jolting though they 
are, bring me to worship a God who is greater than my imagination.

Upcoming Activities
January 8  Communion
January 15  Celebrate the Church Sunday - with a
  Potluck and Congregational Meeting
January 21 LCF Youth group to Winter Jam 2017

A Correction and an Apology
The December 2016 LCF Connection noted that there were 
21 LCFers turning 50. That number should have been 20. 
Did you discover the picture of the LCFer who is still several 
years away from that big 5-0 milestone? 

We apologize to Phil Hostetler for making it appear that he is 
older than what he really is. He is was born in 1970, not 1966. 
Take your time Phil, and enjoy the rest of your 40s! J 

Let Go My Soul
by Rosanna Miller (December 21st Facebook post)

It's no secret that we all go through different things in life. We all have highs and lows and plateaus. Sometimes 
life feels awesome and everything is going well, and sometimes life just sucks. Unfortunately, we often 
dwell on the bad times. We don't let ourselves enjoy life. So what do we do when we get in our own way of 
happiness?

One of my favorite songs of all time is "It is Well" by Bethel Music and Kristene Dimarco. The bridge in the 
song challenges us to let go and trust in God. The chorus repeats the thought "Through it all, my eyes are on 
you...and it is well with me." But what does this mean for us? 

Let's think about the words in the bridge. "So let go my soul and trust in Him. The waves and wind still know 
His name." What do we do when life gets hard? Let go. Let go of the pain that was caused by someone. 
Maybe it was a close friend or family member. Let go. Let go of the bad memories. Remember that time 
when... no. Let go. Let go of the fears and worries that you let consume you. But what if...? No! Let go. Let 
it all go and trust Him. If Jesus can calm a storm with His voice, then just imagine what He can do with the 
"storm" in your life. Isn't that an amazing thought? Trust God. He is in control. So just let go.
 
On to the chorus. It says, "Through it all, through it all my eyes on you. Through it all, through it all it is well...
with me." Yes, it is well. Even when life gets hard, we need to keep our eyes on God. And even when we feel 
like we're in the eye of a storm, it is well. God is in control and it is well. Just let go and trust God. Let go. 

We all struggle with many different things. It's life. It's not meant to be easy. But news flash, life gets harder 
when we try to hold on to it tightly. When we hold on to the things that really don't matter, we only hurt 
ourselves. So I encourage all of us to truly let go. Let go of the hurt and the fears. Let go of the pain, the 
sadness, and the anger. Trust that God is in control. He can calm any storm. He has everything in His hands. 
So why hold on when you don't need to? 

In this coming new year, let it go and keep your eyes on God as you remember the words of the psalmist:  
"Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation' he is 
my fortress, I will not be shaken. Psalm 62:5-6

It is Well
by Kristene Dimarco

Grander earth 
Has quaked before

Moved by 
The sound of His voice

Seas that are 
Shaken and stirred

Can be calmed 
And broken for my regard

Through it all
Through it all

My eyes are on You
Through it all
Through it all

It is well
Through it all
Through it all

My eyes are on You
It is well with me

Far be it from me
To not believe

Even when my eyes
Can't see

And this mountain 
That's in front of me
Will be thrown into 

The midst of the sea

So let go my soul 
And trust in Him

The waves and wind 
Still know His name 

http://lcfweb.org/bible-teachings/bible-reading-suggestions-2/
http://lcfweb.org/bible-teachings/bible-reading-suggestions-2/
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Working with Kids
My Journey from Kansas to LCF

by Katy Miller

My involvement with kids began fairly early on. As soon as I was old enough to be out of 
Bible School and Sunday School, I was teaching it. I taught Sunday School and helped 
with Bible School before I graduated high school. After I graduated, I moved to Kansas 
to live with my grandparents. Shortly after I moved, my grandpa was diagnosed with 
Stage IV pancreatic cancer. I volunteered to help out with their kids class at church for 
one week, and that one week turned into 3 years. The program I helped out with was 
called "JAM" for "Jesus And Me" We met every Wednesday night during the school year. 
I enjoyed teaching the kids. The majority of the kids were from unchurched homes. The 
parents mainly used our ministry as free babysitting, but the kids really enjoyed coming. 
I taught 5th & 6th grade, then 4th grade, then 3rd & 4th grade. My last class was around 
14—3 girls and 11 boys. I was also heavily involved with Bible School: decorating, group 
leader, and song leader. On top of all of that, I attended nursing school, graduated, and 
then worked as a nurse in a prison over an hour away. Eventually I got burnt out—BIG 
TIME. I will admit, I put God, and my spiritual life, on the back burner. Actually, let's be 
honest—I put it in the fridge, because I didn't have enough room on the stove. Once I 
realized how backwards my life was, I decided it was time for a change, so I moved to 
Ohio. 

Moving to Ohio was a big change for me. Living under my parent's roof again, getting 
used to living with siblings again, and not having friends to hang out with was pretty rough. 
My weeks were really boring—waiting for my nursing license to clear, then searching for 
a job. I was begging God to show me what to do. The one thing that I looked forward 
to every week was going to church. It felt like I was home. The people at LCF were so 
welcoming, I felt like part of the family. I was able to help out with Bible School this past 
July, and that was so fun. Then, I decided to jump in with both feet, and I offered to help 
with Zero Gravity. I was asked to direct the Christmas play, and I was so excited. I love 
kids, I love to be creative, and I love Christmas!! 

To reward the kids for all of their hard work, the idea of a "lock-in" was created. I'm pretty 
sure the definition of a lock-in is—"An event with a lot of hyperactive children who are 
full of sugar, hosted by adults who are out of their minds." All joking aside, it was a blast! 
I think that my cohort, Danny, slept for a good 5 hours (he admitted it), J and I only got 
45 minutes of sleep. But it was worth it. I love getting to know the kiddos of LCF. There is 
so much potential there. Yes, they can be crazy when they are playing "sniper" at 3 a.m. 
in the morning, but their hearts are so big! I would like to say a huge thank you to those 
who helped out with the lock-in: Tim and Pam Shay for the food on Friday and game 
supplies, Lyndon and Sheila Miller who provided food for Saturday, crowd control and 
giggles (Lyndon was up at 3 a.m. playing sniper with the kids!), Lance Miller and Justin 
Scheffel for providing crowd control and entertainment, and Naomy Ndungu for helping 
out, too! And I can't forget Danny Ndungu—thanks for being you and for allowing me to 
help with Zero Gravity. J 

A little snapshot of my thoughts at the lock-in: It's 4:30 a.m. I am sitting in the darkened 
sanctuary. The only light is coming from the screen playing hours of animated children's 
movies. I am surrounded by children—some peacefully sleeping after a long day, and 
others fighting sleep while declaring, "I'm not tired, I will never sleep!" I have consumed 
two energy drinks to keep me awake. I know that I might feel the aftermath of this 
lock-in during the next several days. BUT I have to keep in mind that my pain is only 
temporary. The memories that I have helped create in the lives of the kids and myself are 
forever. The kids are all old enough to remember this night for years to come— hours of 
laughter, snacks, games, sugar, and building forts in the church sanctuary with chairs. 
It is so gratifying to me. I have always loved working with kids. It can be exhausting at 
times—when you feel stretched to the max and long for a nap on Sundays instead of 
prepping for Zero Gravity, but after it is all said and done, you go home knowing that you 
were God's hands and feet, building up His kingdom. 

In spite of how challenging and tiring it can be at times, I love working once again with 
children. I ask that you please keep those of us who help out with children's ministry here 
at LCF in your prayers.  Pray, too, for God to be at work in their young hearts. It really 
does take a village to a raise a child. I am honored to be a member of your village. 
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Reflecting on 2016...
Numbers do not tell the whole story, but sometimes they help 
us to remember unique parts of the story. Here are some of the 
numbers associated with LCF this past year. 

1 Amazing, faithful God, to whom all the glory goes!
1st  Vacation Bible School
1  CMC Vision workshop
1  Wedding
1  Pastoral intern
1  New council member
2  New elders!
2  People baptized
3  Friday evenings of worship and prayer 
4  Babies born
4  College graduates
4  Potluck meals
5  High school graduates
6  Junior youth attended Bethel Camp
8  LCFers attended Xenos Summer Institute
10  LCFers volunteered at the Farm Science Review
11  Youth attended Bethel Camp
11  New members
11 Wheelchair ramps installed (and 3 of them removed)
19  Couples attended a marriage workshop at LCF 
20  LCFers turned 50 years old
30  Youth and adults helped out with VBS
40  Children attended VBS 
386  Shoeboxes packed for Operation Christmas Child
2,000+  Items catalogued in our new digital library system
5,700+ Dollars raised for a new coffee bar 
Many  Lives touched by God in various ways!

The LCF Connection
A monthly newsletter designed to enhance communication at London Christian Fellowship

What did you think? If any of the stories in this Connection sparked an idea or opinion you'd like to share, email us at secretary@lcfweb.org.   Editors: Trish Eaton, Theresa 
Hennis, Amie Smith, and Doris Swartz. If you prefer that we do not use photos of you in the Connection, you may opt out by emailing us at connection@lcfweb.org.
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