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Reflecting on 2015 at LCF
by Doris Swartz and Theresa Hennis

Happy New Year! The beginning of a brand new year is always a great 
time to pause and reflect, as well as anticipate what lies ahead. In this 
month's Connection we invite you to join us as we do both! 

Every good reporter knows a good story answers these questions: 
Who, What, Why, Where, When, and How? Our story is God's Story. He uses our stories to 
impact others, for his glory. The year 2015 was a busy one. We'll give you the highlights so 
you can see how we've all made a difference in the LCF Story.

Who? 
Each one of you plays a special part in the 
life of LCF - from attending services and 
events, to giving of your time, money, and 
talents. Thanks so much for the many ways 
you contribute!

Wedding bells rang for three couples this 
year (Karl & Allison, Zach & Julie, and Kevin 
& Jessica).

Three babies were born (Abel, Hannah and 
Lizzie) and three were dedicated (Alexandria, 
Hannah, and Lizzie). 

We celebrated four new believers being 
baptized at our church camp-out (Rob, 
Wesley, Meredith, and Vernon).

We welcomed 5 new members (Danny, 
Dave, Theresa, and Lyndon & Sheila).

Benji began serving as a pastoral intern with 
RBC’s Bridge Program and is helping with 
youth and Crossroads. 

We commissioned Anna Rosati and the Mast 
family to return to Thailand as missionaries 
and share the good news of God's love.

Steve, Tyler, and Sammy organized monthly 
men’s breakfasts at Phat Daddy’s Restaurant 
that also included good fellowship and 
devotionals on being Godly leaders. 

The newly formed council made up of Pam, 
Dave, David, and Rob began meeting 
in March and have gotten a lot of work 
accomplished!

Theresa, Sheila, and Doris hosted a tea for 
the ladies the Saturday before Mother's Day.

We are developing several new moderators: 
Naomy, Vicki, Danny, Jeremy, and Benji. 

Continued on page 3...
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New Year's Risks
A Message from the Pastor

by Reuben Sairs

Elders' Notes
by Vicki Sairs and Doris Swartz

We met on December 8 at Rob and Doris’s home. 
Much of our discussion revolved around what 
LCF’s philosophy on counseling should be. What 
should we do when people in the church need 
counseling that goes beyond what the pastors can 
supply? How do we help people find counseling 
that is trustworthy and competent?

We discussed who might be able to recommend 
good counselors in the area, while also noting 
the problems associated with recommending 
specific counselors. We talked about assembling 
a document on how to choose a good counselor 
that we could share with people who need further 
counseling. This would include general guidelines 
on credentials and “red flags” that might come up 
in their search.

The worship team is considering purchasing 
electronic drums to help with the challenge of 
balancing drum volume with the rest of the worship 
team. This will be presented to the finance team 
and the council as a special project since the cost 
is significant. The elders are supportive of this 
purchase, recognizing that it will probably cost 
$3,000 - $5,000.

Bob Zachrich’s first 3-year term as elder ends 
on December 31. Since he is eligible to serve a 
second 3-year term before needing to take a break, 
the elders are recommending that he continue on 
with a second term. Bob is willing to do so. We will 
take Bob’s renewal to the congregation for a vote 
and will continue to work at filling the other two 
positions.

Conservative Mennonite Conference has decided 
that there is not enough interest to pilot the “Lead 
Like Jesus” program for leadership training (we 
had expressed an interest in this). We’ll continue to 
work on developing our own leadership program to 
have at LCF in February, March, and April. 

Abraham Ndungu has proposed a seminary class/
small group idea. We like it and want to see if it can 
be combined with what we are hoping to provide. 
Reuben will begin teaching a weekly winter Bible 
class at the church on Wednesday, January 6. It 
will be similar to the Adult Discipleship Class that 
we run on Sunday mornings in the spring and fall.

Maybe instead of New Year’s resolutions we 
should plan New Year’s Risks. Take a wild 
long shot at something in 2016. I need a 

slogan. How about, “Something not yet seen in 2016.” Ok, it’s lame.

I’m taking a risk this January. I’m going to try to start a Wednesday night Bible 
study for LCF. This study will happen weekly beginning on January 6, suspended 
once in awhile because of scheduling issues. It will go above ground when we 
have our traditional spring Sunday morning class. I intend for it to be simple and 
to last no longer than an hour. I hope to avoid mission creep, and not turn it into 
meals, worship, and other activities.

I have no idea if anyone will come. I hope someone(s) will, but I won’t take it 
personally if no one does. In that case, I will quietly slip out of the building and 
go home. You won’t need to console me. Schedules are busy, and I realize that. 
The church already has women’s Bible studies and multiple small groups, which 
include serious Bible study. There are the ministry teams which serve the church 
well, but take time from busy schedules.

 I will teach the Bible study, but I hope it will be a discussion, and that we’ll benefit 
as Christians gathered together sharing thoughts and insights. The Bible belongs 
to the church and should be read in the church and by the church. Bible reading, 
interpretation, and application aren’t only private, personal matters. The scriptures 
also reveal their treasures when a group of believers study together.

Something happened to church Bible studies. LCF is somewhat exceptional 
in that Bible study remains a priority and an emphasis. In the church at large, 
though, I’m pretty sure there used to be more emphasis on Bible reading   —a lot 
more. I don’t know what happened, but my own experiences might be typical—a 
lot of Bible studies were boring. Going to them was an act of devotion in the 
worst sense—drudgery. We could have printed T-shirts: “I survived the study of 
Romans.” Some of them were bad because the leaders didn’t, or didn’t know how 
to, prepare. Many of them used books and materials that, themselves, were less 
than inspiring, and few people read them ahead of time. There was often a lack 
of originality and a corresponding slow march through conventional thoughts and 
comments that everyone already knew and had said many times. It wasn’t polite 
to say, “This is boring, and I’d rather be somewhere else,” but I think it was pretty 
obvious. I guess I understand why, in the broader evangelical world, Bible studies 
seem to have gradually faded out of the church picture. At least that’s the way I 
see things. I would love to find I’m wrong about that!

It is my conviction, my very strong conviction, that Bible reading is a spiritual 
experience. A Christian reading the Bible under the influence of the Holy Spirit 
and supported by other believers is in a glorious space. In that space, we are 
charmed, healed, convicted, stretched, delighted, horrified, confused for a while, 
comforted. Many of us know that the Bible suggests this about itself. Psalm 
119:130, “The entrance of Your words gives light….” Let’s dream big. This study 
will not fall into the conventional traps, or I’ll simply shut it down before it wastes 
much of our time. I picture a study where adult and complex questions can be 
asked and simplistic Sunday School answers avoided.

Here’s another opportunity at LCF to let some light in this January.

Wikipedia: Mission creep is the expansion of a project or mission beyond its original 
goals, often after initial successes. Mission creep is usually considered undesirable 
due to the dangerous path of each success breeding more ambitious attempts, only 
stopping when a final, often catastrophic, failure occurs. The term was originally 
applied exclusively to military operations, but has recently been applied to many 
different fields.
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CMC’s Vision Workshop is Coming to LCF this Month
by Steve & Phyllis Swartz

Phyllis and I have been traveling many miles over the 
past year or so, sharing CMC’s Vision Workshop with 
many churches in our conference. (That’s why you have 
not seen us much at LCF.)  We are looking forward to 
being able to share it with you, our home church, on 
Sunday, January 31, at 6:00 p.m. 

We hope that all of you will put the date on your calendar 
and plan to join us for this informal workshop that 
explores how God worked throughout the life spans of 
three people in the Bible. You know what life’s like. It’s 
easy (well, sometimes not so easy) to just keep putting 
one foot in front of the other and to forget where you are 
actually going. This causes us to grow tired and weary. 
The vision that we look forward to sharing is not just a 
vision for a conference office or a group of committees. 

I believe it is a vision that can invigorate you personally. At the workshop we won’t be 
talking much about the conference. We want to show you, from the lives of three Biblical 
characters, how God can strengthen you as a leader and as a disciple maker. The workshop 
won’t be all serious. It will have some lighter moments, and will also include some free pizza. 
We are looking forward to spending this time with you!

Kicking Off 2016 at LCF with Celebration and Vision!
"Celebrate the Church!" 

Join us at LCF on Sunday, January 10th, to 
celebrate the church! 

We will be reminded of the importance • 
of the body of Christ and how we are to 
display his love to each other and the 
world.
Everyone will be encouraged to sign up • 
to serve on or help with various teams 
at LCF, as well as with other local 
ministry opportunities. 
We will be bringing in new members. • 
All current members will be given the • 
opportunity to renew their membership 
with the 2016 committment. 
And, of course, there will be a delicious • 
potluck meal accompanied by great 
fellowship. (Bring a dish or two to 
share.)

Be praying about how God wants to use you 
at LCF in this new year.

2015...continued

What? When? Where?
We had our annual Celebrate the Church 
Sunday on January 18, renewing our 
covenant of membership, bringing in 
new members, and enjoying a delicious 
potluck

It was a cold and snowy winter, 
cancelling our Valentine Banquet on 
February 14 and our Sunday service on 
March 1.

We reflected on Christ’s death and 
resurrection with Communion at our 
Maundy Thursday and with an Easter 
Brunch and service.

We rolled up our sleeves and worked 
together to make the church shine at 
LCF’s Spring workday on April 11.

Reuben taught our spring Adult 
Discipleship Class on 1 & 2 Peter and 
our fall class on "When Scripture Quotes 
Scripture".

In June, Ladies LIFE groups began 
meeting monthly to "Love, Inspire, 
Fellowship, and Encourage".

Eight junior youth, nine youth, and six 
staff attended Bethel Camp in June, 
and the LCF Youth group went to City 
Challenge in July.

On June 28 we had our Sunday morning 
service outdoors at Battelle Darby Creek 
park, followed by a picnic. 

Some LCFers attended a variety of conferences 
during the summer: Xenos Summer Institute in 
Columbus, CMC conference in Hartville, OH, and 
Mennonite World Conference in Harrisburg, PA.

In August we had our annual LCF Camp-Out at 
the Headings' property, a night of worship, and 
several men’s bike rides. 

Twelve people worked at Farm Science Review 
to earn money for some additional furniture for 
the church.

The first joint meeting of elders and council 
was held on September 27, and our first 
congregational meeting (in a long time) was held 
on November 15.

Our potlucks have included dishes of recipes 
submitted to the LCF cookbook.

Nine people attended LCF 101 on October 10.

Our Harvest Party on October 31 was held at a 
new location since Dale and Sharon have moved 
to another place that also has a barn.

Our overseer and his wife, Roger and Sharon 
Hazen, came from Michigan to join the Elders for 
their retreat at the Procter Center November 6-7.

We celebrated Christ's birth by:
Filling and sending 200 Operation Christmas • 
Child shoeboxes
Caroling at London’s Old Fashioned • 
Christmas
Enjoying the beautiful Christmas Program • 
directed by Colleen on December 13
Singing songs that tell the story of his birth • 
at our annual LCF Family Christmas on 
December 20

Continued on page 4...
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The LCF Connection
A monthly newsletter designed to enhance communication at London Christian Fellowship

What did you think? If any of the stories in this Connection sparked an idea or opinion you'd like to share, 
email us at connection@lcfweb.org.   Editors: Doris Swartz, Trish Eaton, Theresa Hennis, and Amie Smith

If you prefer that we do not use photos of you in the Connection, you may opt out by emailing us at connection@lcfweb.org.

Upcoming Activities
Jan. 10  - Celebrate the Church   
               Sunday and Potluck
Jan 24  - Communion
Jan. 31  - Pizza and CMC Vision 
   Workshop, 6:00 p.m.

2015...continued

The youth began raising 
funds for a mission trip 
next year and had some 
great fundraisers such as 
selling delicious homemade 

cinnamon rolls as well as discount tickets for 
evening of fun at Adrenaline Trampoline Park 
in Columbus.

That brings us to this New Year —which we 
celebrated at LCF with good food, volleyball, 
and games. We welcomed in the New 
Year with a time of worship from 11 p.m. to 
midnight.

Why? 
When asked why we do what we do, as a 
church, one answer comes to mind: Because 
of Jesus!  We love him and want to obey him. 
We desire to reach out to our community and 
others who we come in contact with, so that 
they, too, can come to know him and pass the 
story of His love on to others.

How? 
We can only make a difference when we all 
work together, using our individual gifts to 
bless each other and others outside of our 
church. Find your unique place at LCF by 
volunteering your time in the various ministry 
opportunities offered and discover what a 
blessing it is to be a part of Christ's kingdom 
here on earth.


